CACTUS & SUCCULENT CARE
Commonly Asked Questions

There ts 2 common misconception that all cacti and succulents grow
best i full sun, planted in pure sand, and never nwed much water oc
nwtrients. In reality, most kinds can sarrine much negheat, but will

tErive under better conditions.

. How often do I need to water?
The cxact amount of time between watering will vary according to
a2 number of environmental factors, such as hea, light, and
humidity. Naturally, the hotter and brighter the emiroament is,
the more often water will be required. It's OK to allow the soil to
hecome completely drv before watering, unless your plants are in
small poss exposed 10 intense summer heat and light conditions.
Sonall potsed cacti or succulenss grown En such intense environ-
mental conditions will require water and fertilizer most frequent-
I, before the soil completely dries out.

. But I thought cactus plants don’t ever need water!?

They can survite for 2 long Gme without water, but thrive with
a little more care, Plan's that are zllowed o stay dry for 2 long
period of time will loese their roots due to complete defydration.
When you finaliy wates, those dead roots will rot, and the whole
plant may rot. Plants that are grown in pots need more frequent
watering than plants that are well established in the ground, due
1o the size of their oot systems

3. What is over watering?
Over watering pertains 1o freguency of application, no! how

much you appiy When you water, Go 2 thorough job . . . thor-
oughly soak the soil evently 0 that all rooss are well moistened.
Soak the soil well, just like 2 thunderstorm would. Then wait until
the sofl gets fairly dry before vou water again. i

. Can succulents survive cold weather/freezing?

Most succulents fare best during the winter if kepl especially dey.
Wet and cold conditions can be deadly .. . they don't like wes feet
when s cold . .. would you® During the winser water caly if you
must (if plant 5 obviously looking sheiveled or stressed for mots-
wre), 204 then try to pick 2 time o water when temperatures are
on awaming trend {definitely above 40° at night). Plants in pots
are moee likely 10 suffer from “wet feet™/Treezing than plants that
zre well established in the ground.

Of cousse, there’s not much you can do ff & rains, but plans
that 2re in 2 wel! drained soil mix will dry out fastest, so it pays to
add Tots of porous perlite or pusmice 1o soil when re-plaating, This
is kike buying “insurance” against winler damage. Potted plants
fare best if sheltered under the eaves of the house where some pro-
1ection from rain 2nd frost is provided. Also, the area under the

ezves has the added benefit of some heat radizzed from the walks
of the house.

. Do I nced to re-pot my cacti?
1t is 2 good idea 1o re-pot cacti and succulents into as large 2 pot

as practical, but ondy if you are going 0 provide lots of heat and
Tight {outdoors). This will allow the plants to grow

fat and develop substantial root systems. The karger pot size s
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autsients. Smaller pots get depleted of moisture and_mutrients
quickly, and may require water very often during hot weather i
oeter ko prevent sun scoech and discoloration

Plants that are maintzined indoors are best are best left in as
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mch soil for moisture retention, 2nd so it takes too long to drv
mﬁpummnw:plmbrimmphmimndm
for 2 oo weeks 5o that roots can grow into and fill up the new soil
rmass. Succulent plants/cacti need beight light and warm temper-
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6. What time of year Is best for re-potting?

You can pat plants into bigger pots any time of the year thal you
can provide adequate warmth and light for good root Geselop-
ment The winter months 2re the worst time; spring 2nd summer
are the best.

7. Do I need to fertilize?
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with bright new growth i fertlized regularly during warm weath-
ex.Try using 20-20-20 general purpose water soluble fertilizer at
approximalely 1/8 tablespoon per gallon of water —every ime
that you water during warm weathet
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e the light and temperature, the bess often you should fertlize.

8. How much do these plants need?
Cacti and show their best growth in brighit ight, how-
ever most varieties are remarkably adaptable to shade.
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increase the watering and fertilizing frequency or the maisture
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vention of sunburned or bleached cut areas on the sunny side of
the plans. Bt
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ing may etiolate (stretch ot 1o try to get mare light), resulting in
pale, narow, weak growth. i
Never suddenly move 2 plant from low light levels to a position
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vally 10 2void scorching
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